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TENNESSEE LEADERS REQUEST SENATOR FRIST’S HELP
FOR OUR LOW INCOME SENIORS

Dear Senator Frist,

We represent thousands of seniors in Tennessee who are eligible for nursing home care
but choose to stay at home in the community with friends and relatives.  Many of these people
are lower income, disenfranchised constituents who have difficulty sticking up for themselves.

Right now, the House version of the Medicare Bill now in conference includes language
requiring a co-payment for Medicare home health services. Congress eliminated a very similar
co-payment in 1972 for the explicit reason of encouraging use of less costly, noninstitutional
services.

This Congress is now on the verge of reversing that achievement and increasing the
use of more costly institutional care.  This is already happening due to the changes that
Congress has made to Medicare home health care over the past six years.

Furthermore, this regressive “sick tax” would fall on the home health users with the
highest Medicare expenses and the worst health status, patients who have chosen to use home
health in lieu of more expensive nursing facility stays.

If this copay becomes law again, hundreds of thousands of Medicare beneficiaries could
go further into debt and be forced to choose whether to pay for food, air conditioning,
prescription drugs, or for their home health care.

Please stand up for these disenfranchised patients and their families who already pay
substantial out-of-pocket costs for their home health services, including a physician copay
and deductible for the referral to home health care, and expenses for a personal assistant to
help with bathing and other activities of daily living if the person lives alone.  Stop this
regressive “sick tax” that will fall most heavily on Medicare’s oldest and most vulnerable
beneficiaries.
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