Please note that this draft is intended as a guide to use as you write your own letter.  It would be preferable to make this letter “your own” by including any anecdotal evidence that will put a human face on the copay issue.

Dear Representative or Senator:

As a provider of home health services in (insert your area here) for the past (insert # of years)  years who serve (insert # of patients served) patients annually, I am writing to voice my concern over provisions in H.R. 1, the Prescription Drug and Medicare Modernization Act of 2003, that would impose a copayment and other cuts in the Medicare home health benefit.  

I know, firsthand, that many of my patients cannot afford even a modest copayment.  The typical home health beneficiary is female, 75 years or older, and has a family income of $15,000 a year or less.  By the time they qualify for home health services, most beneficiaries have already incurred copayments and deductibles for physician services, hospital stays, and home medical equipment.  Faced with additional out-of-pocket expenditures, many frail homebound will be forced to forgo appropriate home health services.  Ultimately, this will lead to increased Medicare expenditures as these beneficiaries seek care in emergency rooms, hospitals, or skilled nursing facilities.

Further cuts in home health reimbursement will also have a devastating impact on patients. Today, as a result of cuts in reimbursement and other factors, 1.3 million fewer Medicare beneficiaries are receiving home health services annually than in 1997.  A further cut in market basket will continue to put home health agencies in financial jeopardy and could leave home health providers no alternative but to cut down on the number of visits per episode which will likely have a negative impact on a patient’s clinical outcome.

For these reasons, I am asking that you provide a voice for your frail and homebound constituents and inform the members of the Medicare Conference Committee to oppose the copayment and any further cuts in the Medicare home health benefit.

Thank you for hearing my views and for working to defeat these onerous provisions that will have a devastating impact on our Nation’s most vulnerable citizens.






Sincerely,

